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Oueen Alexybtandras 1mperial“Nursing service ( QA1MNS)
1n 1942 king George vi grantea all ugs ? Kingscgggéission
and we became Queen Alexandras royalt Nursing service (QARANC.
and our uniform changed from @Grey and Scarlet ( apart fram
indoor uniform) to Khaki .
All QAs were fully trained nurses and heid the rank of #£=
full Leiutenants, with MOre*sggers~ietMatrans ete . having
rank up to Krigadier and often made Dame of British @mpire. .
1 joined the Qas from the Radcliffe infirmary oxford in
1942 having the qualifications of ok oCM and some esEpEE
ex;;gggiﬁmqé? eaxneurosurgery\having worked with Prof Hugk
Cairns who at that time was nngland; leading neurosurgeon
and he persuaded me to join the QAs. _— NoV.

) was posted to Ormskirk in Jeme of /42 to Edgehill
College which was a staging post for medical personnel 1o
collect before going overseas.Wé had Medical Officers ae”

dentists ang everyone connected with a hospital we were
allowed to visit the local town and occasional visit to
Liverpool and Southport both about equi-~distance, but had
to be back in College fox épm. pverything was very secret
and we were giscouraged from talking to civilians, which
seemed strange as we had all been civilians.only a short
time beforef Over the next few days nufSes and doctors &r
arrived from all over the kingdom, none of whom 1 had met
before, so we had a great time getting to know each otherx
and speculating as to where we were going.All letters had
to be posted in the official box.and all phones were out
of range. Qur so called heavy luggage was collected in NoYEmMAsw.
sometime‘and we were told to haveall oux remaining kit to
be ready to leave at short notice.we were by now 48 mersi
nursing sisters and we were part of #69 Field Hospitale
At beginning of Lec we came down to breakfast to discover
that all oux Nedicaﬁig;ngﬁae and that they were part of

the advance party. We still had no idea where they were &

advancing to. On Dec 8 we were told to have all kit ready
to 1 AT A MOMENTS NOTCE
o leavepbveryone was allow@d on€phone call home( phones
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an unknown destination within the nexgt few days, and thre—
they must nQt contact us as no messages would be pass&en.
on.and once We arrived they would be informedby the
war Office. This over, we e were given a good supper
and then told to be ready to leave in 15mins by a
side dooxr and from then on absolute silence because
there were other units in the College and the mu§t
not know. How 48 females kept silent 1 shall neverAbSt we
did. 1t was a terrxible night dark,and pqurlng with ran
but we boarded a bus complete withg our kit + resperatois
and a travelling rug if you were lucky enough to possess
one,lwas lucky and very glad of it. Wwe were driven to a #
railway station which 1 imagine was Liverpool, but as evﬁﬁéf
where was bkacked out it was difficult to tell. we were
ushered into the shadows in crocodile formation afpagain
maintained silence. tventually a tra1n2§§é££E¢ got on,; at
last being able to talk. The journey was not a ver§ long
one.and once more we got off and into the shadows to awail
another train. A campartmeneiiingzﬁxg;éythen told to sethl\
down and try and sleep as the journey would be long,; and
of course;no,refreshments so the ones who had not eaten w—
well .or taken chocolate.were to be pretty hungry. The night”
seemed endless and slepp very difficult. after ages two of
the Glasweigens in my compartment suddenly lept to their
¥ feet pulled down the window and declared "Oh, we aie
in Bonny Scotland" The air is so fresh}}l can tell you, tkmj
were very rudely told what to do andﬁthe w1ndow’was flrmlj
shut . and remained so until among§¥f Scotch mist we did arRwé
in Glasgow. 1t was still dark and we wexre then taken by
bus to Greenock. Still could not see much except Mist but
we Eardeég% a ferry and were taken out to what seemedg the
largest ship l,had ever seen.lt loomed ahead and we started
to embark amidst Sgégzygnd waves from troops who were in
the area also waltlng to board,Unce on the ship which wé&

550
the strathallen and was now a troopship, we were given 2
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kpmleramgEven a Very Wifm welcome,shown qggcﬁablns, which
contained 4 bunks, two and two, taken then Vto the dining
room, and offered the most wonderful breakfast of bacon e
eggs and all the things we had not seen for along time.
The ship by this ¥Wtime was taking on many trxoops, so afte?
a quick look round, tiredness overtook, and we retired to
our bunks and slept.we were all allocated cexrtain duties
should we be needed and instructed in the boat drill whicyd
would take placevery regularly once we sailed. On bLecllt
the mist lifted and for my first time 1 was- able to see %
the beauty of scotland.also revealed %ggémany other ships
of different sizes and our ship was in the centre of whaé
was a large convoy.we passed the isle of Arran and into
the Atlantic. 1 began to feel a bit squeamish but tried t&
stay on deck which seemed a good idea.The troops who were
in the bowels of the ship did not fare so well and two of
us were sent down to tend them and txy and help. This was
ghastly as they were in hammocks and you can imaginethe
results. However, my term of duty came to an end eventuaﬂﬁf
and 1 thankfully returned to a pleasanter deck.another L&
days sailing and we were in a very bad storm. There was q
guite a bit of structural damage to the ship and at times
it felt as if it could never get on an even keel again.
1 was very sea sick and unable to leave my bunk, but as wZ
know nothing lasts for ever, and with various medications
1 recovered. A good way of slimming'The storm raged for 5
dayﬁuntil we were in the mMeditteranean. Great excitment a

as at goam we were to gothrough straits of Gibralter. 1%

was so dark add wet 1 never saw a thing, so back to bed u
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until a more civilised howur.

sunday 20 Dec Amost beautiful day. All @As very smart in
oux Gre%ﬁigg scarlet for a service on board.For somereason
lplayed,for this..l think they must have been hard up for

a pianist.A lovely service with Christmascarols, and we#l
were so happy to have survived the awful storm. Apart from
the usual boat drills which were very effeciently run and
at many tiges during the day. most of us spent time on

deck under travelling rugs reading and chatting and specuirwving
on our destination. There was also a full moon that night
and it was all very romantic for we 22-23year olds.One of
the rules was that we all slept in trousers with a warm
sweater at hand to pull on.with a smallbag ready packed f
for any emergéncy.At $-30 am 1 was sitting in my bunk bef
before going to sleep eating ang orange, when there was a
crash and the lights went out and the ship listed badly.
This was closely followed by 2 more crashes which were of
course torpedoes. As 1 have already mentioned , we were v
very well informed as what to do in an emergency, sSo we g
quicﬁaﬁwfigﬁ_our way to our respective boatstationsﬁégaggé
still, and welined up to abandon ship.Our particular,seeme d
a long way down but most people seemed to arrive in it as
far as 1 could judge.My turn came nearer,and the girl in
front of me missed her timing and went straight down betwszew
the ship and the lifeboat. Now my turn.l think 1 said my
prayers pretty hard and launched myself forward, and landed-
on the extreme edge of the lifeboat+ tin hat‘émexgenoy R
satchel. my feeling of relief was soondispersed as a voice
of authority said. "The boat is filling with water" Use y
your tin hats to.bale out the water.l1 had managed one or
two hat fulls when 1 found myself out of the boat and in
midst of people drowning and panicking including a friend
from my cabin who was a very strong sSwimmer.As a non swimth AR
1 could only try to comfort her but to nc avail, as she v
very quickly went down.all 1 could do was tohang on to my
life belt and try not to panic and to keep on my back if
possible.l forgot to mention, once on board our respirat&ts
were replaced by life jackets which we had to carry at all.
times. They weretwo cushions made of hapok%nd fitted over
ones head, and were quaranteed to keep one afloaf fof 24
hours. with no help from me L suddenly found myself in a
very sticky black patch of something, and the other side

of the ship and some distance away from everyone. 1 could

heag voices calling over the Tannoy system " Not to come
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First of all, anger because 1 now would never know our de
destination, and my 5 years of very intensive training
would never be of any use. Then of course there was great
sadness that 1 would never agajn see any of the pecple 1
loved. This was hard to come to terms with . 1 had already
decided that 1 could never be found in this vast expanse
of sea, which 1 appeared to have all to myself. Once 1 wag
reconciled to this 1 was no longer afraid, only very sad
that 1 would have no way of letting all my loved ones know
that 1 was not afraid.lt was so very peaceful. A feeling

1 ha d never before experienced and 1 felt perhaps 1 should
try to take off my life belt and just go down to the depth
of the sea. 1 was contemplating this next step, when 1 th
thought 1 heard something which sounded like sea gulls.

A light then appeared and voices, and a dark objectcame
nearer. 1 was roughly pulled into this which was of cours®
a boat, and 1 was so consciocus of my wet face feeling sp
awful that 1 said to this great hulk of a man, "“Have you
got a hanky®. He peered at me and said "Good Loxd" Are

you a woman? 1 said with as much dignity as 1 could muste®
"l am a nuriin%ﬂiiéter' He crossed over and hugged me ti#
tightly wiped}and said "1 thoughtiyou were a Lascar'" "You
are as black as the ace of 5pades: 1 said where a
are the others?to which he replied. Theres no ome else ar
around, so back we go the the ship..

On arrival at destroyer Lightening a rope ladder was
dropped over and my new friend said you have y to climb
that. lsaid 1 canqand he said You cant stay here, 1'L1l puSk
and you do your best. 1 struggled and willing hands leant
overthe side and when 1 came within reach 1 was hauled &b

aboard, The ships doctor came as my eyes were in a bit of

a mess and gave me alarge Bra;dy, whixch a couple of minss
later 1 vomited all over the place 1 gather that was thep
purpose to get rid of all the defseloil 1 had % swallowed-
wf when in my earlier black patch. Two sea men came and#h
apologised for undressing me.and 1 was put into lovely
white silk pyjamas belonging to the Capt, rolled in a kia
blanket, and taken below where 1 slept until yakened abou}f”
lpm.lunch was offered, and a hot bath in sea water, which
was sheer heaven even if the soap could not shift the oil
from my hair. Sevew others nursing sisters had also been
picked up bg the Lightning, none of whom 1 knew and we &
were all anxious to know what had happened to our hospital

personnel. buring the afternoon we were put into the Capt
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all were safely off, she slid beneath the waves, which %
was a very sad sight.

By this time we were off Uran and we were to &
be put ashore there.lt was with great sadness we said good
bye to the gallant crew who had treated us so well. my oil
stained clothes had been washed and 1 was once more clad
in trousers and sweater+ greatcoat, élthough stained, were
at least better that nothing. Oran was a lovely sight as
there was no blackout and it all loocked c s#hormal. e wé
were put aboard a lovely ship the bDUchess of Richmond and
there again 1 tried to find out about the rest of the $69
with very little sucess except that it was thought they h
had been rescued. We had a superb dinner and the band playeb
lots of Christmassy tunes all of,which 1 felt made us a
bit homssick, but the thought of adventure ahead and a jo§
to do quickly put this out of ones head.

There was certainly no sleep that night, as people
were in and out of the cabins and everyone so relieved to
be alive and safe. & A Medical Officer from the other hospbtut
on boaxd‘came to say that poor old Blondie from 69 was pgd
missing, and when 1 said "she isnt you know l'm here he
said Well ,You are no longer a Blonde'. After breakfast weg
left the Duchess of Kichmond and wwxe instructed to gather
along the (uay and try to sort ourselves out. Whatmasedsi
relief to discover my 69 colleaguesand a great hug from a
Irlsh friend who said Itold {fjem you would turn up. 1
said Hall Maxysqall night fox you. bhe was a very devoted
Catholic!' Later we discovered that we had lost in all 15
nursing sisters five of which were our own from #69.

Next step the Americans took over and escorted us by local
bus to the station. Here we boarded the only wrain which
went from$ Oran to Tunis. Wwe were found accomodation and

two Americans came with ug to Algi
ers.,

There we were handed
over to thRom-sme——— \Ek‘) &Q‘»l \QH’



LA

- yﬁ: that in fo 'way WOuld her Gals travel Wlth French Troofs
v'and Arabs WJ.th ‘no escort brench Off1c1als and Brltlsh caaafe/& He

R R AT o e L T U RS T



SIS

: . CopCid
came along and a first class Rked Cross was produced s SO

we travelled the rest o the very long day in style Arabg
along the way filled our coach with tangerines and at lon&e
last we arrived at La keUnion where # our men had set up
our field hospitals. and that was thg,beginning of meg

four years of active service.

fhe quick brown for jumced over the lazy
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